In the patients dialyzed in the satellite unit, E was frequently associated with an allergic state (rhinitis, asthma, pruritus, urticaria, etc.) . In 3 of these patients an anaphyl-actic shock occurred within minutes after the onset of dialysis. Most of these reactions were triggered by the use of a brand of capillary dialyzer. In 3 patients a specific degranulation of basophils was produced in vitro by interacting the patients' blood with the washout fluid (NaCl 0.9%, pH 7.3) of the capillary dialyzer. No degranulation was observed with basophils obtained from 2 control patients nor 2 nonuremic subjects. This suggests that, at least in some patients, an IgE-basophil mediated E occurs following exposition to antigens released by the dialysis material. Therefore, we suggest that immediate hypersensitivity (IgE-basophil system) may be a causative mechanism of E in some patients.
